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Introduction

The five major reading levels that are 
used to gauge a student's reading 
progression from year to year are 
Emergent, Early, Transitional, Fluent, 
and Advanced. Each level 
corresponds to a general grade 
range and expected reading skills.



What are the reading levels for each grade?

The reading levels are Emergent 
(Pre-K to K), Early (1st to 2nd 
grade), Transitional (2nd to 3rd 
grade), Fluent (3rd to 5th grade), 
and Advanced (6th grade and 
above). Teachers use 
standardized tests and 
comprehension assessments to 
determine what level a student is 
reading at to help plan reading 
exercises and activities.



What are the 5 reading levels?

The five major reading levels used in 
schools are Emergent, Early, Transitional, 
Fluent, and Advanced. Emergent readers 
are just learning letters and sounds and 
may be able to read some simple words. 
Early readers can read simple books with 
repetitive text and short sentences. 
Transitional readers are increasing fluency 
and comprehension. Fluent readers read 
independently and for information. 
Advanced readers can analyze texts and 
compare ideas.



What reading level should a 2nd grader be on?

Most 2nd graders should be reading 
at an Early or Transitional level by 
the end of the school year. At this 
level, they can read stories and texts 
with three to five short sentences per 
page and enthusiastic vocabulary. 
They sound out familiar words easily 
and are gaining comprehension of 
simple stories and non-fiction topics 
through classroom reading activities 
and teacher guidance.



What reading level should a 3rd grader be on?

By the end of 3rd grade, students 
should be reading between a Late 2nd 
grade and Early 4th grade text level, 
which is considered Transitional to 
Fluent. At this level, they can read more 
complex chapter books, longer 
sentences and multisyllabic words. 
Comprehension is growing through 
making inferences with teacher support 
and understanding topics across 
genres.



What level should a 7 year old be reading?

A typical 7 year old, who is usually in 1st 
or 2nd grade, should be reading at an 
Early or Transitional level. At this stage, 
they enjoy looking at pictures for context 
clues and reading simple chapter books 
with 5-7 short sentences per page. 
Sounding out and sight word recognition 
is growing along with asking basic "wh" 
questions about the characters and plot 
with a little help from parents or 
teachers.
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